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Cancer mortality has been declining in many countries; this pattern
is only partially explained by planned interventions in cancer
prevention, early diagnosis and treatment. The review of specific
cancers whose mortality has declined in recent years highlights the
contribution of epidemiology. In order to address the remaining
challenges, the methodology of epidemiology research should
improve, and the contribution of environmental factors on different
stages of carcinogenic process should be better appreciated. While it
is unlikely that complete prevention of cancer mortality can be
achieved, it is important to understand the limits of the current
knowledge on the epidemiologic determinants of cancer mortality.


